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OPEN FENCING coVID-19 protocols for 2022

CoviID-19 vaccination or negative test within 72 hours of entry to MTFC

Updated 3 April 2022

Entry of everyone 12 years old and over inside our facility will require ezzher a completed COVID-
19 vaccine series or show a negative COVID-19 test (from a testing provider but not an at-home
test) within 72 hours of entry to our facility for open fencing. This is consistent with USA
Fencing national requirements (starting 1 January 2022). Other COVID-19 protocols including
face masks covering nose and mouth while inside, sanitizing, symptom screening prior to

participation, temperature checks, and social distancing continue unchanged.

Additional updates will be posted on our club website www.tacomafencing.com under Resources.

CoviD-19 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Does this rule apply to classes and private lessons? No. At this time the requirement for
ezther a completed COVID-19 vaccine series or show a negative COVID-19 test (from a testing
provider but not an at-home test) within 72 hours of entry to our facility applies only to open
tencing. The transmission rates are decreasing in Pierce County, and our classes are more stable
as far as the individuals in each class. Open fencing is a higher risk activity with fencers from
many different classes or clubs co-mingling.

If I have a fencer under the age of 12 going to open fencing what does this mean? At this
time there will be no changes to the current COVID-19 protocols for children under 12 years old.
We plan to follow policies adopted by the Western Washington Division (WWD) fencing clubs as
well as USA Fencing, and their recommendations may change depending on the course of the
pandemic and other factors.


http://www.tacomafencing.com/

If I have an unvaccinated fencer who is 12 years old or older what does that mean? One
option is to have a negative COVID-19 test (from a testing provider but not an at-home test)
within 72 hours of each open fencing session. Another option is to complete a COVID-19 vaccine
series.

If my fencer can’t be vaccinated for religious or medical reasons, is there a waiver
option? Since the purpose of this enhanced COVID-19 protocol is to help reduce the risk of
transmission from an asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic COVID-19-infected individual to other
members of our fencing community, the alternative to vaccination is a negative COVID-19 test
(from a testing provider but not an at-home test) within 72 hours of participation.

If I choose to have my fencer tested instead of vaccinated, will a once weekly testing
suffice? For fencers wishing to have testing rather than vaccination, the requirement is a
negative COVID-19 test (from a testing provider but not an at-home test) within 72 hours of each
open fencing session attended. If you go to open fencing Tuesday and Thursday you could
satisfy the requirements with once weekly testing.

My fencer is vaccinated or under 12 years old but I’m not. Am I still allowed in the club
to watch lessons? We will need to continue all the current COVID-19 protocols including face
masks covering nose and mouth while inside, sanitizing, symptom screening prior to entry, and
social distancing. In addition, entry of everyone 12 years old and over inside our facility for open
tencing will require either a completed COVID-19 vaccine series or show a negative COVID-19 test
(from a testing provider but not an at-home test) within 72 hours of entry to our facility. Please
do not come inside if you are feeling unwell. If you choose to remain outside, there are large
windows from which you can observe the fencing. Please bring your own chair and something
warm as it does get chilly in the winter. The area immediately outside the windows is protected
from the rain.

Can I use the rapid test rather than the PCR test? We are following the King County rules
that apply to all the other Western Washington Division (WWD) fencing clubs requiring a
negative PCR test or a negative antigen (rapid) test provided by a testing provider within 72 hours of
entry. We are unable to accept test result from home rapid tests. We are not a testing provider.

What if I am having trouble finding a testing site? There are many free or low-cost testing
sites available. Here is a link from Health and Human Services as well as a link from the

Washington State Department of Health for some resources.

How can I submit proof of vaccination? If you are willing to email the club at
info(@tacomafencing.com we can update our records of vaccination to facilitate check-in for
your fencer.



https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/community-based-testing-sites/index.html
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/TestingforCOVID19/TestingLocations#region2
mailto:info@tacomafencing.com

May I submit proof of vaccination if my child is under 12 years old? Please feel free to
submit verification of vaccination for your child if you wish, and we would be happy to update
our records. It is always reassuring to know that our members have less risk of contracting this
highly contagious disease and thus less likely to spread it to our other members.

How do I submit proof of negative COVID-19 test (from a testing provider but not an at-
home test)? Please bring proof of a negative COVID-19 test results done within 72 hours to
show to the coach at check in during every screening,.

What does it mean to be fully vaccinated? We are following the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) definition of fully vaccinated which currently is defined as: 2 weeks after a
second dose of a 2-dose series (Pfizer or Moderna vaccines) or 2 weeks after a single-dose
vaccine (Johnson & Johnson).

Can’t vaccinated individuals get break-through COVID-19? Yes. The risk is never zero, but
those who are fully vaccinated are less likely to get the virus and transmit the virus than those
who are not. Those who are less likely to harbor COVID-19 or transmit this virus put our
community at lower risk for spread within the club.

Can’t I still have COVID-19 with a negative test? Yes. The sensitivity of a PCR test with a good
specimen can be up to 97% which does leave a 3% false-negative risk. But the risk to our
community for someone entering our facility with a negative COVID-19 test is lower than for
someone with unknown status.

Updated 3 April 2022


https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/covid-19-virtual-press-conference-transcript---24-november-2021
https://www.uptodate.com/contents/covid-19-diagnosis#H3384281277
https://www.uptodate.com/contents/covid-19-diagnosis#H3384281277
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